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NOTE 


ne of the leading Jewish grammarians and exegetes of 
O the Middle Ages was David Kimhi. Living in France, 
he was also cited as Maistre Petit, and had an influence not 
only upon those of his own race who busied themselves with 
Hebrew and with Biblical matters, but also upon others outside 
of his immediate circle. For some time the want has been 
felt of a critical edition of his commentaries upon that part 
of the Bible that have come down to us. In the present 
volume Dr. Finkelstein has given us such for that part which 
deals with the Book of Isaiah. With much care and forethought 
he has used the earliest editions of the text, of Guadalajara 1482, 
of Soncino 1486, and of Lisbon 1492—each of which is based 
on an independent source. In addition some manuscript material 
of portions of the commentary has been put at his disposal. 
To this critical edition, Dr. Finkelstein has prefixed an intro- 
duction, in which he not only gives a detailed account of the 
life of the author, but also a hitherto unknown philosophic 
commentary upon Genesis, chapters 2, 3 and 4. I commend 
heartily the following work to all those who are interested in 

the history of Biblical exegesis. 
5 RICHARD GOTTHEIL 


Columbia University 
December 17, 1924. 


PREBACE 


t is eight years since I began to prepare the edition of 

Kimhi’s commentary on Isaiah, the first part of which 
appears in this volume. The suggestion that such a work 
would supply a widely felt want came to me originally from 
Professor Alexander Marx, who also aided me considerably in 
obtaining the necessary material for the volume. Professor 
Richard Gottheil, under whom I studied at the University, at 
once realized the importance of editing this popular commentary 
and helped me in many ways in the course of my work. 

The edition was completed in 1918, but the printing of it 
was delayed because I entertained the hope that with the 
return to normal conditions after the war, it might be possible 
for me either to borrow or to secure a photograph of the only 
copy of the Guadalajara edition of Kimhi’s commentary on 
Isaiah now extant, which is to be found in the library of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary in Breslau. After years of waiting 
this hope was given up, and the volume was sent to press. 
It was only then, that I was enabled through the courtesy of 
Dr. Chaim Heller of Berlin to include the variants from that 
edition as an appendix to the work. 

The value of a critical edition of Kimhi became continually 
more apparent as the work of preparing it proceeded. From 
the citations of the various texts in the Introduction, particularly 
those in Chapter III (p. XXXIV) the reader will see at once 
how with time the texts became more and more corrupt. 
Most of the citations of the Targum were omitted or shortened 
in them, and the ravages of the censor are only equalled by 
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those of the careless copyists and printers who again and again 
omitted whole sentences and even paragraphs. Even the printed 
texts on which this edition is based are very scarce, and the 
convenience of having an edition in which the variants are listed 
and the sources of the various quotations are given, need hardly 
be dilated upon. 

As an appendix to the Introduction to this work I felt that 
it would be highly appropriate to publish the only part of 
Kimhi’s work which has not hitherto been printed, his philo- 
sophical commentary on Genesis, chapters II, III and IV. In editing 
this treatise I have had the use of Ms. Adler 82, now in the 
Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, as 
well as of photographs of three Bodleian Mss. of it which 
Dr. A. E. Cowley kindly put at my disposal. 

The Lisbon text of the commentary of Kimhi on Isaiah 
in the Seminary lacks a number of pages. Fortunately a 
complete copy of the commentary which is found in the 
Case Memorial Library was lent for the purpose of this work 
by the libranan’ Dr. C. S.. Thayer. 

Professor D. S. Blondheim of Johns Hopkins University 
was kind enough to supply the identifications of the glosses 
(loazim) in this commentary and they are presented in an 
Appendix to the Introduction. 

The members of the Faculty of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America took a keen interest in this work and 
were ever ready to give helpful advice. Professor Marx as 
Librarian was in a position to be of more direct assistance, but 
I have also received much aid from Dr. Cyrus Adler and 
Professors Louis Ginzberg, Israel Davidson and Morris Levine. 

When I was in England Mr. Elkan N. Adler permitted 
me to examine for use in this volume the fragments contained 
in Ms. Adler 2545. This text has proved to be of particular 
interest as it contained a number of long interpolations from a 
later period. 


oe oleae 


The late Professor Israel Friedlander and Dr. Wilfred 
P. Kotkov, the careers of both of whom were ended so suddenly 
and so tragically, were very much interested in this edition of 
Kimhi. It was at the suggestion of Dr. Friedlander that I 
had intended to include in the Introduction a discussion of 
the influence of Kimhi on modern exegesis. I have, however, 
been informed that an English translation of the commentary 
is now being prepared in connection with which the matter 
will doubtless be discussed more thoroughly than would be 
possible here. 

The indices of the sources used by Kimhi will appear 
with the second part of this work, which is already prepared 
in Ms., and the publication of which will, I hope, not be long 
delayed. 

Louis FINKELSTEIN 


Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
June 14, 1925. 


INTRODUCTION 


CHAPTER I 
THE LIFE OF DAVID KIMHI 


“Fsrael was dispersed among the nations only for the purpose 
| of gaining proselytes,’* according to the opinion of one of 
the rabbis of the Talmud. Whether the few proselytes that 
were added to the house of Jacob during the last two thousand 
years have not been more than offset by the loss of many of 
the people through conversion and persecution, may well be 
doubted. But if Israel has not gained in numbers through the 
years of wandering and homelessness, it has gained in wealth 
of ideas. Wherever the Jews came they assimilated thoughts, 
even if they failed to assimilate persons. From every country 
they took, on their exodus, not the treasures of gold and silver 
which the promise to Abraham had led them to expect, but 
a wealth of understanding. Every land in which Israel sojourned 
has left its impression on the history of the people, not merely 
in the stains of tears and blood, but in the more inspiring and 
infinitely more attractive creations of Jewish literature. 

The influence of the environment in which the Jews lived 
on their mode of thinking and on their literature, is nowhere 
more strikingly illustrated than in the difference between the 
works that emanated from the Jews in Spain and those that 
came from the hands of their brethren in France. The Spanish 
Jews were philosophers, scientific grammarians, lexicographers, 
philologisst and exegetes. Those of France were first and last, 


t Pesahim 68b. 
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Talmudists. Not that France lacked commentators on the 
Bible. The most popular commentary on the Scriptures remains 
even to this day, that of Rashi. Nor can it even be said of 
the land which produced men like R. Samuel b. Meir (Rashdam)* 
and R. Joseph Kara?, that it was deficient in ability to interpret 
the Torah and the Prophets literally, as well as homiletically. 
But it must be admitted that with all the remarkable intuition 
which some of the French commentators showed in their ability to 
grasp the meaning of a passage, it was impossible that they should 
thoroughly understand the Bible without the aid of the grammatical 
studies that were being pursued in the southern countries. 

The keen intellect of Rabbenu Tam certainly clarified many 
a dim passage in the Talmud, and his methods sometimes strike 
one as being strangely modern. But when he applied his 
powers to Biblical exegesis and Hebrew lexicography, he was 
easily vanquished by R. Joseph Kimhi*, a man of much smaller 
attainments but who had the advantage of knowing the works 
of Hayyuj and Ibn Janah5, of the existence of which Rabbenu 
Tam was apparently unaware. 

We thus see in France and Spain two separate streams 
of Jewish thought — the one may perhaps be best characterized 
as Talmudic and traditional], the other as philologic and philo- 
sophical. It was the good fortune of the Jews of Provence, that 
they were situated on an island, as it were, in the midst of 
these two streams. The Provengal Jews were thus enabled 


2c, 1085—1160. See Rosin, &. Samuel 6. Meir, Breslau, 1880. 

a fl. c. 1100. See Poznanski’s Introduction to the commentary of 
R, Eliezer of Beaugency on Ezekiel and the Minor Prophets (Warsaw 
1913), pp. XXIII—XXXIX, and Einstein, R. Joseph Kara und sein Com- 
mentar zu Kohelet. 

3 c,1100—1170. For his life see Weiss, Toledot R. Jacob Tam (1883), 
and A, Berliner in J.J. L.G. Vol. I, (1903), p. 1, seg. 

4 See Mathews’ edition of the Sefer Hagaluj, Berlin, 1887. 

5 Early grammarians and lexicographers, flourished in the tenth 


and eleventh centuries. 
b 
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to perform a peculiar service to the literature of their people, by 
synthesizing the learning of the south with that of the north, 
or if we should use modern equivalents, reconciling the traditional 
opinions and interpretations which were current in Northern France, 
with the scientific views which had gained a foothold in Spain. 

It was their position of vantage which enabled the Jews 
of Provence, though comparatively few in number, to produce 
in a relatively short period such master Talmudists as Meiri, 
R. Jonathan of Lunel, R. Isaac b. Abba Mari of Marseilles, the 
author of the /¢fur, and R. Abraham b. David of Posquiéres, 
as well as such translators and commentators as the Ibn 
Tibbons and the Kimhis. In the writers on the Talmud and in 
the Bible exegetes of Provence, we notice the tendency to 
combine the systematic and scientific methods current in Spain, 
with the wealth of learning and intuition that was the strength 
of the French scholars. 

In no one did the two currents of Jewish thought find a more 
complete union than in R. David b. Joseph Kimhi. This scholar 
was born in Provence about the year 1160, probably fifteen or 
eighteen years after his father had migrated thither from Spain. 

When he was about five years old his father died, so that 
he owed his learning primarily to his older brother, R. Moses Kimhi. 
From his youth, he tells us, he spent much of his time in the 
study of the Talmud, but his primary interest was doubtless 
grammar and exegesis in which his father had “gained some 
fame and in which his older brother was showing promise. 

Aside from these bare facts, we know nothing of R. David’s 
early life. He wrote voluminously after he reached the age of 
forty,t but apparently did not write a line — at least nothing 
that has been preserved — before that. 


* This is evident from the fact that in his earliest work he cites the 
trarslation of the Jorveh by Ibn Tibbon which we know was only com- 
pleted in 1205. Furthermore he always refers to Maimonides as being no 
longer alive. Maimonides died in 1205, 
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Shortly after the year 1205, he published his Sefer Mih/ol, 
the first part of which is devoted to Hebrew grammar (Helek 
Ha-Dikduk) and the second to lexicography (Helek Ha- 
Inyan)'. This work shows maturity of judgement, and a wide 
acquaintance with the older sources. Already here, Kimhi 
reveals his love of Talmudic and Midrashic quotations with which 
he always spices his books? On several occasions he intro- 
duces philosophical discussions into his work, and twice he 
quotes the Moreh Nebukim3 of Maimonides. Strangely enough 
the first of these citations is from the translation of Ibn Tibbon, 
but the second is from that of Harizi. 

The success of his Sefer Mrk/lol was such that one of his 
father’s pupils living at Narbonne, asked R. David to write a 
commentary on Chronicles,t a book which in those days, as 
in ours, was very much neglected. Apparently this work was 
very well received, for Kimhi proceeded to write commentaries 
on the Psalms,5 the Former Prophets, the Later Prophets® and 
the Book of Genesis.?7. In connection with his commentaries 
on Ezekiel and on Genesis, he wrote philosophical tracts con- 
taining allegorical interpretations of certain chapters of these 


* This part is sometimes called by Kimhi himself Sefer Ha- 
Shorashim, and under this title it is generally cited. 

2 See for instance roots: 7D3, Vy. 

3 The citation of Ibn Tibbon’s translation occurs under root 7D) 
that from Harizi’s translation under root ton. 

4 For the proof of the fact that the commentary on Chronicles was 
written before any of the others, see Appendix IV. 

5 In Appendix IV, proof is presented tending to show that the 
commentary on Psalms was written after that on Samuel and before that 
on Kings. 

6 From the introductions to these works it is evident that the com- 
mentaries on the Later Prophets were written after those on the Former 
Prophets. 

7 In spite of Geiger’s statement (Keduzat Ma’amarim, p. 249) Kimhi 
in his commentary of Genesis does mention his commentary on Chronicles 


(See commentary on Genesis 10,4). 
b* 
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books.! He also wrote at some time a short compendium of 
the rules for writing Scriptural Scrolls, called At Sofer.’ Other 
works are attributed to him but the authenticity of their ascrip- 
tion is in doubt.s 

In his old age, Kimhi took a vigorous part in the defense 
of the works of Maimonides against the anti-Maimunists.+ In 
connection with this struggle he undertook a journey to Spain, 
where he endeavoured to win over to the Maimunist cause 
R. Judah Alfakhar, a leader in Spanish Jewry of the day. The 


1 The allegorical commentary on Ezekiel chapter I has been pub- 
lished in Rabbinical Bibles since 1548; that on Genesis is published for 
the first time below, Appendix I. 

2 Lyck, 1864. 

3 Neubauer’s ascription to Kimhi of a commentary on the Moreh 
Nebukim and the creed of Maimonides is based on a misunderstanding. 
(See Neubauer, Catalogue of Bodleian Mss., Vol. 1, col. 775). The tracts 
referred to by Neubauer are anonymous but are followed by Kimhi’s 
allegorical commentary on Genesis which in this particular manuscript 
lacks the usual heading. Since this treatise begins with the words Any) 
snp3m wae> swe Neubauer, who knew that the allegorical commentary 
was by Kimhi, assumed that the preceding tracts were also by him. J have 
been enabled through the courtesy of Dr. A. E. Cowley to obtain photo- 
graphs of these tracts, which are attributed to Kimhi, and am quite certain 
from their style, their method and their content, that they are not by 
Kimhi. The commentary on the nvppn owe published in Kovez Debarim 
Nehmadim (Husiatyn, 1902) and in Horowitz ower dw ynwn, II. p. 60 
and attributed to Kimhi, is also of doubtful ascription (See Marx, Z. f. 
H. B. 9,62). The same is true of the polemical work ascribed to him in 
Milhemet Hobah, Constantinople 1710, regarding which see further Geiger, 
Proben jud. Verteidigung gegen christliche Angrife in M. Bresslauer, 
Deutscher Volkskalender u. Jahrbuch, 1852, pp. 44—45. The collection of 
pesia> p/’s9 niawn which are printed together with R. Lippmann Miilhausen’s 
}N¥3 1D are taken from Kimhi’s commentary on Psalms. The commentary 
on the book of Ruth ascribed to Kimhi is not his (See Zedner, Catalogue 
of Hebrew Books in the British Museum, p. 141). Dr. H. B. Levy in his 
catalogue pyn wips (Hamburg, 1900) Ms. 152,4, records: p'1> nM NY winD 
David Kimhi tb. a. Ritual d. Schachtens. His collection now forms part 
of the Municipal Library in Hamburg and deserves further examination, 
although it seems unlikely that the work can be by our author. 


+See Kobez Teshubot Ha-Rambam, Part. II], migap nak, pp 1—4. 


letters that were interchanged between Kimhi and Alfakhar on 
this occasion are of the utmost interest, giving us a better 
picture of the man than we can gain from his more objective 
works. The meekness of his tone, and his patience with the 
abuse heaped on him by his correspondent, cannot but raise 
him in our eyes. It is clear that already in his own day, his 
commentary on the description of the Chariot was considered 
an inferior work. On the other hand, the very fact that he 
was chosen to represent the Maimunist cause in Spain certainly 
proves that the fame of his works had spread beyond the 
borders of his own country even in his own lifetime. 

The correspondence between Kimhi and Alfakhar took place 
in 1232, and it is evident from it that Kimhi had completed 
all his commentaries, with the possible exception of that on 
Genesis, before that time. 

A few years after his famous journey he died. He had 
succeeded in the almost four score of years which he lived 
in creating a commentary which contained the scientific views 
of the Spanish Jews, but which was written in the lucid, 
popular vein, that inevitably made it the treasure also of the 
French, the German and the Italian Jews. 

The great popularity enjoyed by Kimhi’s works among 
later generations is strikingly shown by the large number of 
manuscripts of them which are still to be found in the import- 
ant libraries, and perhaps even more by the many editions 
through which the works passed. The commentaries on the 
Prophetical books were printed before the text of these works 
and before Rashi’s commentary on them, just as Rashi on 
the Pentateuch appeared before the text of that book. That 
Kimhi on the Psalms is one of the first Hebrew books published, 
the date of which is known, and that the commentary on Isaiah 
was printed thrice in the decade between 1482 and 1492, is 
remarkable testimony to the high esteem in which the author 
was held. This reverence for him was by no means limited 
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to the small groups of scholars. The many editions of the 
Haftarot accompanied by his commentary, which appeared 
from 1505 to our own day, are evidence of the admiration 
that the wider circles of educated laymen had for him. 

One of the results of the great popularity of Kimhi’s works 
was that the older commentaries, which had been written in 
Arabic, were forgotten. Kimhi and Ibn Ezra became the 
standard scientific commentaries on the Prophetical books and 
writings like those of Ibn Balaam and Ibn Chiquitilla on which 
they had so largely drawn were completely lost till the new 
interest in the history of Jewish exegesis brought them to light 
in the last century. 

But if Kimhi’s clear and flowing style was responsible for 
the oblivion into which some of the earlier commentaries fell, 
he and Ibn Ezra must, on the other hand, be credited with 
having done more than any other individuals toward bridging 
the gulf that separated the Spanish and French schools of 
Jewish Bible interpretation. It was the work of Kimhi which 
served as the stepping stone by which the Gentile scholars 
gained admission into the sanctuary of Scriptural learning as 
understood by Israel. It was Kimhi’s works that were first 
translated into other languages, and of all the Jewish com- 
mentators he exerted the greatest influence on later Christian 
exegesis. It is no accident that five centuries after his death, 
he was quoted in the classic biography of a language’ which 
he never understood, and in a country which he never visited.? 


* Boswell’s Life of Samuel Johnson. 

? The standard biography of R. David Kimhi is that of Geiger, first 
published in the Ozar Nehmad II, 157, and reprinted in his Kebuzat 
Ma amarim, first edition, Berlin 1877, p. 30, re-edited by Poznanski, 
Warsaw 1910—I, p. 231. See also article on him in Ersch u. Gruber, 
Encyklopaedie, section II, volume 36, p. 56. For further bibliography see 
Jewish Encyclopedia V1, 494, to be supplemented from the list given by 
Newman, Jewish Injiuence on Christian Reform Movements, p. 326. 


Cie TBR: TT: 
R. DAVID KIMHI AS COMMENTATOR 


R. David Kimhr’s primary claim to greatness as commentator 
rests on his peculiarly lucid style in which the most abstruse 
matters of grammar and exegesis are successfully imbedded in 
a very readable running interpretation of the text before him. 
He is particularly successful when he attempts, as he sometimes 
does, to sum up a picture of events from various Biblical 
passages. Thus in his commentary on II Kings 1814 (see 
text below, p. 214) he gives a fine summary of the historical 
events regarding the movements of Sennacherib as he gathered 
them from the various sources in the Scriptures. He separates 
the homiletic, rabbinic interpretation very carefully from the 
purely exegetical remarks and from the grammatical statements 
that he makes to clarify a point. The citations of the Targum 
which are made regularly in the prophetical works are always 
inserted at the end of his comment. 

Kimhi habitually comments only on those verses which 
seem to him to be particularly in need of elucidation. In his 
commentary on Isaiah the difficulty of the text made it ne- 
cessary for him to make some remark on practically every 
verse.t When, however, he reached the less difficult book of 
Jeremiah Kimhi reverted to his original method, as he says 
in his introduction to that work (ed. Soncino, 1485): 
ssw poem ovop> J3sw ope Mm ADM “PD 3ININ INI 
NOx Wpys Ppa wnwyw wd DpH D2 pIO_ INR prop XD jpIPT? 

sDDIWSIT DIED NYIIS NDA WYwWyYW WS 


* Compare for example his commentary on II Kings 18 13—20 (repro- 
duced on pags 214—226), with any part of his commentary on Isaiah. 
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While R. David Kimhi usually pays much attention to 
the interpretations given by his father, R. Joseph, there is,one 
matter in which their methods differ. R. Joseph sought so 
far as possible to explain the repetitions, parallelisms and 
synonymous expressions of the Bible as being of special signi- 
ficance. In one or two cases he admits that the Scriptures 
repeat themselves (compare Sefer Ha-Galuj, p. 23) but usually 
he holds that each word has a particular meaning. When, for 
instance, Jeremiah cries, “Trust not in lying words,, saying: 
The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple 
of the Lord are these,” (7.4) the elder Kimhi feels that the 
repetition of the word 57 must be interpreted. He explains 
that it was used thrice “because there were three parts, the 
porch, the Temple proper and the Holy of Holies.” ‘38 ‘3138) 
Soy DY 2 Tox... pw “at Sy inpan Ox yD poem wep Ser 
yan) Som ods ons mwoy wnw ‘p> (cited by R. David Kimhi 
in the Sefer Ha-Shorashim, root oS, and in his comment to 
Jeremiah ad /oc.), When Isaiah wrathfully calls out: ‘nd73 D°33 
‘2 ywa om ‘nog “Children have I raised and exalted but 
they have rebelled against me” (1.2), R. Joseph Kimhi feels 
that the use of the synonyms ‘N97) and ‘nppM can only be 
explained as ‘M3W3 OMNI ‘NNN Oo” “I have raised them 
through my Torah and exalted them by my Presence,” (quoted 
in the commentary of R. David Kimhi ad /oc.). The obscure 
expressions Ny) WSy in I Kings 14 10, are taken by R. Joseph 
Kimhi to refer to two different classes of wealth (cited by 
R. David in his Sefer Ha-Shorashim, root VY, and in his 
comment to the passage): NIT Wiypr Wy Der YAS “NTN OND 
MW IVY SINY TIPAN savy o-MI.I W3y “Azur means the money 
which is placed in the treasure house; while Azud refers to 
the flocks which are left in the field.” 

In opposition to this method the younger Kimhi developed 
the theory that pind... }aym 5p the Scriptures often make 
use of parallelisms and repetitions for the sake of emphasis. 
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I do not at the present writing recall any instance of the 
enunciation of this principle in the commentary on the Book 
of Chronicles, or in the commentaries on the Former Prophets. 
But it occurs quite often in the commentaries on the Later 
Prophets, on the Psalms, and even in that on the Book of 
Genesis (See in particular R. David’s comment on Isaiah 19 12; 
271, 3218, 401, 5716; Psalms 18 3, 75 6, 9613, 105 13; Genesis 
49 11). 

On the other hand R. David always endeavours to interpret 
not only the Qerz (i. e. the Massoretic text as read) but also 
the Ketzh (MT as written) where the two are not alike. Ac- 
cording to him the traditional text of the Scriptures was 
established by the Men of the Great Synagogue on the basis 
of the manuscripts available at the time. In most instances 
they adopted the text that appeared most valid, but where 
they were in doubt they accepted one reading for the writing 
and another for the reading. Hence both the Qerz and Ketzéd 
are of equal validity. R. David’s statement regarding this 
matter is so important that it must be quoted in full (from the 
Introduction to the commentary on Joshua, ed. Leiria, 1494): 
[ND 2nd Ndy pr Mp Ndr andy MIP) AND oy sINDN DI 
mos mide ¢> AND WwiIpoa InN Ins 52 om3w> oy nnd Sow 
sy oyonm yebes OM_DA MSR mwRI nIaw Dd yD IN¥D3 
npibno ssa maw> mMpy innw maT nD3ID ¢woNy Ino ANNA 
onyt mown xdw opps) onys ‘a> anna ons oma wm opps 
op3p 13n2 Nd) pinap 13ND IN NPI ND INNA Vand WAN Oy 

/PInID 'S JIT) DI_ID IS PITA WN JD) 

“I will also give in each passage the interpretation of the 
Ketib and the Qerz, as well as of the Ketzb which is not to 
be read, and the Qerz which is not to be written, whenever I 
can do so. For these differences of reading occur because in 
the course of the first exile the books were lost, the scholars 
dispersed, and the students of the Torah died, so that the men 
of the Great Synagogue who restored the Torah to its previous 
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status found differences of reading among the manuscripts and 
they accepted the reading of the majority according to what 
they thought best. Where they could not determine the truth 
with certainty they inserted the reading with the provision that 
it be not read, or they wrote it on the margin (so that it 
might be read) but omitted it from the main text, and simil- 
arly they accepted one reading for the main text, and put 
the other on the margin.” 

This rather modern view of the origin of the various 
Scriptural readings might have sounded heretical to many of 
Kimhi’s contemporaries. Yet Kimhi unhesitatingly re-asserts 
it in the course of his commentaries. Thus in his comment 
on I Kings 1714 he remarks that the readings MN (the Kezzd) 
and }ANM (the Qerz) are both correct and he adds (ed. Soncino, 
1485): 

Wm MxnDIT wanes midi. °D “PI ANIA IBAYT WANS 75) 

Sy Spy NOY JD MINN RNADID JD NN RNID [PRsw 93] pRsi 
»~INAD NINN D_IO NNSA aNd) OWN “In the course of the 
Dispersion the texts became confused and one text was found 
to read thus and another otherwise. As it was impossible to 
decide which was correct, the one was adopted, and the variant 
placed on the margin.” 

The differences in reading between the book of Genesis 
and the corresponding parts of the Book of Chronicles are 
similarly explained by Kimhi. For instance he explains the 
fact that the D'377 of Genesis 104 are called O35 in I Chro- 
nicles 17, as follows: 

DS Np WT wy DIT DY. DDD DONT PDI ONT 

n’573 DIN 9 3D mow Rw wes oP ray wy neds 
mT (BBS 333) OS PT Ak. Mw Wda 3nd) IDB? pasha bal 
wes im nota sap mtosi ons ow Sam sa pynmad mona “Those 
who investigated the books of genealogies which were written 
in ancient times, in some cases read the names with a Da/et 
and in some cases with a Kesh. The names were thus handed 


— XXVIII — 


down among the men in variant forms both with Dalet and 
with Kesh. Therefore in the book of Genesis one of the forms 
was adopted and the other was written in this book (of Chro- 
nicles) so that everyone might know that both forms refer to 
the same name in spite of the fact that in one case it is read 
with Dalet and in the other with Aesh” (Commentary on I 
Chronicles 1 7). 

Kimhi was doubtless helped in arriving at these rationalistic 
explanations of the development of the Qerz and Ketid as 
well as the differences between the readings of the various 
Scriptural texts, by his good fortune in having access to an 
unusually large collection of manuscripts. We are not told 
whether the books he consulted were his own or the property 
of others but it is quite clear that the number of books at 
his disposal was extraordinarily large for the period. He con- 
sulted numerous copies of the Scriptures from which he cites 
variant readings (see for example Sefer Ha-Shorashim, roots 
in and 7N7; commentary on Judges 619, I Kings 7 18, II Kings 
17 31 and I Chronicles 254). Nor are the manuscript sources 
quoted indiscriminately. With scholarly accuracy Kimhi takes 
care to mention the origin of each manuscript when he knows 
it, and also to inform us when he employs a manuscript of 
reputed correctness (P73 BD). In one instance he refers to 
a Palestinian manuscript which had important massoretic notes 
(Sefer Ha-Shorashim, root, 9M): 
pa pnw om mais dinar woedun ptm Ppa omen 

swayed odind 

The famous Sefer Hillel, which served as a standard text 
for the Spanish Jews for many centuries, is cited several times 
in Kimhi’s works, generally, however, in the name of R. Jacob 
b. Eleazar (See Strack, Prolegomena Critica in Vetus Testamentum 
Hebraicum, pp. 16—17). It is true that from his commentary 
on Psalms 109 10, one would get the impression that Kimhi 
himself had seen the work, since he writes, without mentioning 
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any secondary source: Wy IND Ndwwrdywa wwe don DDI 
wn mrs n> myo. [ed. Naples 1487 and Codex Adler 1318; 
First Edition wrongly o‘9\$n 75D21] Nevertheless the matter 
must remain uncertain in view of the fact that the very passage 
is quoted in the Sefer Ha-Shorashim (root W174) in the name 
of R. Jacob b. Eleazar. Of course it is possible that after 
Kimhi had written the Sefer Ha-Shorashim, he visited Toledo, 
where the ancient book was kept, and had the opportunity of 
examining it so that he could quote it directly. 

Kimhi consulted, however, not only old manuscripts but 
other works in order to arrive at the correct text of the 
Scriptures. In his commentary on Joshua 217 he remarks that 
some scrolls contain two additional verses, which in his opinion 
ought to be omitted. In regard to this question he consulted 
many old manuscripts and also a responsum of R. Hai Gaon. 
Kimhi also made use of a copy of the list of variants in the 
so-called Codex Severus. Thus he says in his commentary on 
Genesis 131 (p. 9b) ANS SAVST NK AND AAT ANNI SNS3H 38) 
mid Db AIM SNONT SMUD No NO. AM AMT Sm vend 
(See also A. Epstein, in Chwolson Festschrift, p. 51). 

The same care which Kimhi uses in establishing the text 
of the Hebrew Scriptures, he employs also in fixing the text 
of the Targum. In this connection also he investigated the 
reading of a number of manuscripts (see Sefer Ha-Shorashim, 
root 98; commentary on Judges 9 4; I Kings 192, 20 20; 
Isaiah 14 19). 

We also find citations from the various Targumim on the 
Hagiographa in his works (Targum on Ruth, Sefer Ha-Shorashim, 
root §Y, Targum on Psalms in commentary, II Kings 17 31, 
but not in commentary on Psalms, concerning which see below, 
p. XCV, and Targum on Job in commentary on Isaiah 13 fo). 

Even more important than these are his citations from 
the Targum shel Tosefta (see e.g., commentary on Judges 111; 
I Kings 22 20; II Kings 41, 46, 47, 13 21), concerning which 
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both Zunz (Gottesdienstliche Vortrage), p. 77 ff.) and Bacher (in 
Z. D. M. G. 28 1ff.) have written elaborately. 

But Kimhi’s scholarly interest in the establishment of a 
correct text was not limited to the works on which he was 
commenting and the Targumim, but extended also to such 
books as the Mishna and the Talmud. Thus in his comment 
on I Kings 77; he cites the Mishna Abot, 4 16, with the 
following remark: POPIB? DIINY "ID WHS Joy jpn7 MoxXw ws 
J'S_3 WIOMD MSDs wy PRI Similarly in I Kings 209, he 
cites from Sanhedrin 102a the passage regarding Ahab’s 
veneration for the Torah both in the form: TNA AN I35Y °3bD 
DPMS 3"33 73INS0 and also in the form: MNT NS TD 3bD 
TAYIS 3°53 TIN. 

On the other hand like most of the writers of his day, Kimhi 
relied on his memory in making quotations and this accounts 
for the vast number of inaccuracies that occur in regard to them. 
Thus he cites the passage W'S 253 mayne m5 (Proverbs 19 21) 
as from the Psalms (Joshua 11 19). Less startling but no less 
strange to a modern reader are the many inaccurate quotations 
from the Scripture that occur in his works. In the very first 
verse of Isaiah he quotes the passage of II Chronicles 27 2: 
amnws oy Ny) as onnws oy Ny. Perhaps more serious is 
his citation in Isaiah 28, of 1 Kings 1027, as substituting jn" 
psox> noynta Apon ns mobw for the Dyas) — — — Jon yn 
of the original. 

It is not unusual for him to confuse verses. Thus he cites 
in {Isaiah 5 22 mondnd Sin sonen. This is doubtless the result 
of the confusion of the verses mandad dyn cam of Psalms 
18 4o with the Dn ‘suson 5m of v. 33 of the same chapter. 
Thus, too, the reading of II Kings 199 79 Apmin ox yaw 
ondm> s3° 37 Nd wD is confused with that of Isaiah 37 9 pow” 
ondmd syv toed — — — dy and the result is the citation in the 
form ondnd xxv wa yoo mpmon Oy you in the comment on 
Isaiah 205. 
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The omission or addition of the particle MN is a very 
common error. Thus he cites Amos I 5 as PWT T3 AS NIL 
instead of pwot ma ‘naw (Isaiah 7 8); and ws m3) of 
Numbers 69 as WNT MS Mdy (Isaiah 7 20). 

Naturally there are more free quotations from the Book 
of Chronicles than from the books that are more commonly 
read and therefore better known. Thus the passage 133 MS 
sonaop nadn adam ws (Chronicles 5 6) is cited (Isaiah 8 20) 
as ToN>dS ndon mdan ws NIT TNA while novaA Opn OD by ns 
pypa> aps of II Chronicles 32 1, is cited (Isaiah 10 24) as 
Oyen nragan mim sy 55 Sy in. 

There are a number of loose quotations from Talmudic 
sources. The following is a partial list of such citations found 
in the various works of our author: 


Nees ees in Form given by Kimhi Probable Source; Form in Source 
Miklol, p. 158 a rayn ona | Mishnah sinw 593 
| sanwp pam | Bada JNWD yyy 
| myan ns Kamma 6.8 mwa 
| moj) oa 
wNwWE 
mans qin? 
by 132 mpoT 
ns ©>am ssn 
| myn 
Sefer Ha- m p30 | Hullin 8b RDN ON 
Shorashim DIDS xm>23 sma 
root: 153 sd757 
map 
root: 335 yyaen wns MishnahBaba| 735) nN S82 
ma%bh INN) | Kamma 6.4 29m ma>en 


* It should be noted of course that in this case the verse from 
Chronicles has been confused with the corresponding passage in II Kings 
18,13, which reads: own atin “iy 59 dy chwe 79D aimaD ndy. 
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Where see ed in ‘Form given by Kimhi Probable Source| Form in Source 
root: py | mMyonw ws | Hullin 58b MOINY IN 
| IW mnon — — — 3 
‘prt mbaNw PNIOW IS 
| moyon 
| many mndn 
root: (3D nyo ib os0 | Bada IIS WD 
Js | Zatra 62a ay nN 
SNS 43 
root: pDD PED ws | Kzddushin PDOT Wis 
miwy? m3 35a my? 3 
root: poy nino “spn | Adoda M3207 Jan 
mpyoy | Zara 12b m32D °ND 
root: TY sia: S75) || Po eee ee TAIN ONION 
son PD TOs RIP 
yy? | syayd oon 2 
root: Ww Ppt psx | Saddath 25b ou sn 
| NIDD ISS | PS WI 
Ay simw 3 ppt 
NnyD OND 
ma Os 
mw “sao 
| Deg tear tai 
sod Yas 


AY Siw %35M WN 


Care must be taken however to distinguish between such 
loose citations, and cases where Kimhi actually had a text 
Thus under the root mh Kimhi cites 


different 


from ours. 
the Talmudic passage OY ANsw opp. 


This occurs 


in the 


printed texts in Hudlin 56b as toy nnolw 55. Buta comparison 


of the variants 


in Dikduke Soferim shows at once that DPD 
wy mnasw is the older and correct reading. 
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In making lengthy citations Kimhi is usually very care- 
ful. His quotations from Rabbinic sources are thus of great 
importance in the establishment of their texts. Often however 
he relies on secondary sources. For quotations from the 
Talmud and Midrashim often his source seems to have 
been Rashi. His dependence on Rashi becomes evident when 
the slight changes made by Rashi in his habit of quoting 
Midrashic passages are freely transcribed by Kimhi. Thus 
on Isaiah 17 1, Rashi cites the passage beginning Pwnta IHiy 
ry Ware) as Anya Psp pwnta apy. This change is 
found also in Kimhi.t The statement occurs in several places 
and nowhere but in Rashi and Kimhi do we find the word 
m3) instead of WII). 


Again the statement that the decree against Moab was 
made when Balak hired Balaam is found nowhere, so far as I 
could ascertain, but in Rashi and Kimhi (Isaiah 16 7). While 
it is possible that Kimhi may have used another source, the 
fact that his statement of the legend agrees with that of 
Rashi verbatzm, lends color to the belief that he took it from 
Rashi. 

In the case of parallel passages in the Scriptures, Kimhi, 
in his earlier works, is inclined to reproduce his comments 
verbatim, making only slight additions in order to clarify a 
point or to illustrate his words with some remark from Rab- 
binic literature. In later times he preferred merely to refer 
to the earlier comment. Thus in the chapters Isaiah 36—39, 
he mentions his commentary on the corresponding portion of 
the Book of Kings, and confines himself to making short 
notes on the passages that are found only in the book of 
Isaiah. Similarly in the case of Jeremiah 52, he notes that 
he has already commented on the text in the corresponding 
chapter of Kings, and only adds a few remarks. 


* See Ekah Rabbati, petiha, io. 
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It is very fortunate for us that he did repeat himself in 
his earlier works as this gives us an opportunity of seeing 
very clearly how his style developed. Below are reproduced 
the main passages which occur more than once in Kimhi’s 
commentary, the forms in which they occur in the different 
books being set side by side. The portions are taken from 
I Chronicles 15 8—18, which corresponds to Psalms 105 1—10; 
II Chronicles 6 1—23, corresponding to I Kings 8 13—32; 
Psalms 18 4—31 corresponding to IT Samuel 22 4—31; and 
finally the long comment on I Chronicles 18 12, which is 
repeated in connection with Psalms 601, and again in con- 
nection with I Samuel 8 13. 


In establishing the text for the sake of comparison use 
was made of the early editions and such manuscript material 
as was available. The variants are given in the footnotes. 
The following material was employed: 


Book Sources Notation 


Chronicles Rabbinical Bible, Venice 1548... . . = 
Codex Adler 2809, now in the library at 
the Jewish Theological Seminary of America” & 


Psalms Bd MATT ACG pr) «oe Ges 7 
Codex Adler 1318, now in the ieee of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary of America 7 


Sonmel Hd. Soncino, BAS§ 005 ae «x ae oe OFT 


Ms. Sulzberger (Cat. Schwager 2, No. 198; 
Italian hand, XV century) of Kimhi on 
Former Prophets in the Library of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America. ... 43 


Ms. (Cat. Schwager and Fraenkel 309, 
No. 33; Spanish, XIV century) of Kimhi 


c 
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Book Sources Notation 


on Samuel in the Library of the Jewish, 


Theological Seminary of America .... 4 
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CHAPTER III 
TEXTS ON WHICH THIS EDITION IS BASED 


n preparing this edition of Kimhi’s commentary on Isaiah 

I have had the use of some manuscript material and of the 
first three editions of the work which, being printed from 
different codices, are independent in their readings. The texts 
at my disposal may be divided into two groups, those of 
Spanish and those of Italian origin. 


A. MANUSCRIPTS. 


The main manuscript which I employed was that of Kimhi’s 
commentary on the Later Prophets, written in 1462 (Cat. 
Schwager and Frankel, 39. 34). This text, which belongs to 
the Italian group, is of greater value for the second part of 
this work, than for this part, as the portions of the original 
manuscript dealing with Isaiah chapters 1—22, and 32 5—437 
have been lost and replaced by a later hand from the Soncino 
edition. 

Another and in many respects very useful manuscript has 
been that of Kimhi’s commentary on the Haftarot (bound after 
the commentary of R. Joseph ibn Shoshan on Sher Ha-Shirim). 
This text likewise will be more valuable for the edition of 
the commentary on Isaiah 40—66 than for this volume, 
since in its present condition, it begins with the Haftarot of 
the end of Numbers. In this part it could be used only in 
connection with the commentary on Chapter I. The text 
belongs to the Spanish group. 
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A third manuscript, also of Spanish origin, was found in 
the Adler collection (Cat. Adler 2545). This text contains a 
number of excellent readings, but particular interest attaches 
to the many interpolations by a later writer which it contains. 
It covers Isaiah I 30 to 310 and 68 to 725. 

These three manuscripts are found in the Library of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America. Besides them Pro- 
fessor Alexander Marx recovered from some bindings of old 
books a few leaves of other Spanish manuscripts of this com- 
mentary. While these leaves may come from different sources, 
they are treated as a unit for the purposes of this edition. 
They have been bound in a miscellaneous volume of fragments 
of old Hebrew commentaries. 


B. EDITIONS. 


The earliest edition of Kimhi’s commentary on the Later 
Prophets is that printed by Solomon ibn Alkabez Ha-Levi in 
Guadalajara, 1482. Of the original edition which consisted of 
400 copies (see Marx, Jewish Quarterly Review, New Series, 
XI, 104) only three are known to have survived: one in the 
library of the Jewish Theological Seminary in Breslau, one in 
the Parma Library, and the third (in which the commentary 
on Isaiah is lacking) in the British Museum. This text which 
of course belongs to the Spanish group shows less evidence 
of censorship? than any subsequent edition, but on the other 


t Thus Kimhi’s daring reference to Christianity in his comment on Isaiah 
2,22, is given in full: 13) D337 NON wor propz Aa wo. On the other hand 
in the comment on Isaiah 21,8, the word \w* is omitted. The passages in the 
notes on Isaiah 34,1 and 63,1, in which Edom is identified with Rome 
are not deleted; in the discussion regarding the meaning of the word 
almah in Isaiah 7,14, no censorship is detectable; on the other hand in 
the comment on 66,17, in which the words 1n7 wa ‘218 are made to 
refer to the Christians, the offending words are omitted in the Guadalajara 
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hand, the inexperience of the early Spanish printer has resulted 
in a number of defects of workmanship. There are many 
repetitions of letters, words and even whole lines, substitutions 
of the wrong letters are frequent, and there are a number of 
omissions by homototeleuton*. 


The second edition is that which accompanied the first 
printing of the text of the Prophetical Books, Soncino, 1485—6. 
The edition is based on an Italian source and thus has no 
connection with that published at Guadalajara. Omissions and 
mistakes are rarer in this than in the preceding edition. The 
word Nozrim is omitted in several cases and the polemical 
passages have either been omitted or so mutilated as to be 
rendered meaningless ?. 


The third edition, Lisbon 1492, was like that of Soncino 
printed with the biblical text and like that of Guadalajara based 
on a Spanish manuscript. There are even more traces of 
censorship in this text than in that of 1485—6. Indeed every 
passage that might be interpreted as an attack on Christianity 
was omitted. Perhaps we may see in this self-censorship the 
reaction of the expulsion of the Spanish Jews on their brethren 
in Portugal. 


edition, although curiously enough, the Soncino edition contains them 
and deletes instead the following passage: ow DYXyow'T IR TADpM ppwn 
“a2ym ypwn o>aix, which would seem to offend the Mohammedans rather 
than Christian Italy. It appears from this examination that the Guadala- 
jara edition was prepared under censorship of some kind, but that in 
the year 1482, the methods of expunging passages and mutilating books 
had not yet been as fully developed as they were in 1492, or even 
in 1486. 

I This is evident from even a cursory examination of the variants 
from this text given in the Appendix III. Thus on page 73, |. 3, the 
words >ikw — — “WD are omitted by homozoteleuton. An example of a 
simple error is the substitution of D°7133 for D'yys) on p. 74, 1. I. But it 
is hardly necessary to multiply examples. 

2 See note above, and compare variants to passages noted. 
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The fourth edition, that of Pesaro, 1515, is based on that 
of Soncino, with which it is practically identical.' The text 
used in the first Rabbinical Bible (Venice, 1517) is based on 
that of the Pesaro edition, and this in turn served as basis for 
the text used in the Rabbinical Bible of 1548. 

Beginning with the Venice edition of 1517, in which the 
text of the Targum is for the first time printed with that of 
the Hebrew Prophets, we find that the quotations of the 
Targum in the commentary are frequently abbreviated or 
omitted entirely. Needless to say, the number of accidental 
errors increased in the later editions, but there were even in 
very late editions some intentional “corrections.” Thus when 
Kimhi (Isaiah 319) quotes the Mishnah? as saying niyo nyay 
in accordance with the reading found in all the manuscripts 
and early commentaries, the Warsaw edition of the Rabbinical 
Bible has myo mss nyay in accordance with the printed 
text of the Talmud. 

Besides these complete editions, there have been a number 
of editions of Kimhi on the AHaftarot published separately. 
Of these the earliest is that of Constantinople, 1505.3 It is not 
possible to ascertain whether a manuscript of Italian origin 
or the Soncino edition was used for the greater part of 
this work. It contains a number of errors, and very often 
the Targum quotations are omitted. In the case of only one 
Haftarah, that on Debarim which consists of Isaiah, Chapter I, 
the readings are generally identical with those of the Spanish 
texts. It thus seems probable that a Spanish edition or 
manuscript was used for this Haftarah. 


* See Note A. at the end of the chapter. 

2 Mishnah Sabbat 6,6. The reading mbiyn nay is also found in 
Aruch s.v. yr, It is only on the basis of this reading that we can under- 
stand the passage in the Talmud of Jerusalem commenting on this 
Mishnah. (See also Ahabat Zion, ad loc.) 

3 See Note B. at the end of the chapter. 
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On the other hand the similar text of Kimhi accompanying 
the Haftarot which appeared in Venice 1516 is merely an 
extract from the earlier Italian editions of the commentary. 
The same applies to the excerpts from Kimhi published by 
Muenster together with a Latin translation (Basle, first half 
of 15 century) and to those found in the 0'3) }\yn by R. Elijah 
b. Menahem Rabba, Sirmido 1591 (Ms. Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America, Cod. Adler 563). Strangely enough, 
however, both of these latter texts read MY instead of ABP in 
tthe commentary on Isaiah 3 3 (see text, p. 17, line 3). 

It may be mentioned that the commentary on Isaiah has 
also been translated into Latin by Caesar Malanimeus. This 
translation which was published in Florence 1774 naturally is 
based on the Italian editions. 

In establishing the text here presented the Soncino edition 
was taken as the basis. Wherever the Lisbon text or that of the 
manuscripts or of the Constantinople edition was clearly superior 
theirs was accepted and the Soncino reading given as variant. 
No notice was taken, however, of the differences of reading 
between the received text of the Scriptures and the form in 
which they are cited in the commentary except in the com- 
paratively few instances where all the texts of Kimhi agreed 
in giving a reading different from the common version. In a 
few respects strict accuracy has been sacrificed to uniformity 
Thus the word Vav is always spelt 1) although the forms ™ 
and \8} occur. The Tetragrammaton is always marked ‘7 in 
accordance with the usual practice of the Soncino edition even 
in cases where the particular passage was taken from another 
source. 

As mentioned above the reading of the Guadalajara edition 
could not be included in the apparatus, and they are printed in 
Appendix III, pp. LXXX—XCIL Fortunately, however, the Zhesau- 
rus Typographiae Hebraicae of Dr. A. Freimann made available a 
facsimile of the first page containing Kimhi’s introduction’ and 
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the first few verses of the commentary, in time for the 
inclusion of its readings for that part. I was particularly 
gratified at this because the Soncino text of the introductory 
poem was clearly defective and my other sources did not 
contain it. 

I have followed the Lisbon edition in inserting the com- 
mentary on the part of the Book of Kings corresponding to 
chapters 36—39. My text, however, is based on a comparison 
of its readings with those of the Soncino and Leiria (1494) 
editions of the Book of Kings. . 


The following system of notation has been used: 


Source Notation 
Ms. Jewish Theological Seminary, Kimhi on Later Pro- 


phets . 8 
Ms. Jewish Tiesieeeal Sumer Kimhi on “‘Baftarot = 
Codex Adler 2545 : B 
Miscellaneous fragments of Searisie Nee : 5 
Ms. 0°33 YH Codex Adler 563 n 
Ed. Guadalajara, 1482? . 7 
Ed. Soncino, 1485—6 . D 
Ed. Lisbon, 1492 : use cere se 5 
Ed. Leiria, 1494 (for part iY. rene on ines 

printed, pp. 214—26, and 231—32) a) 


Ed. Constantinople, 1505, Kimhi on the Haftarot . . 5 
Excerpts from Kimhi by Muenster (only p. 17, line 3) 'D 


ADDITIONAL NOTE A, 


The relationship of the various editions to each other will become 
evident from an examination of the following examples which are taken 
practically at random from various parts of the book. The Pesaro edition 
is based on that of Soncino. Innumerable instances might be cited to 
show this, but the following will suffice: 


* Some of these were discovered only after the book was in press, 
so that the variants from them are inserted with those from the Guadala- 
jara edition in Appendix III. 

2 See p. LXXX—XCIII. 
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A. Isaiah 11,10 (page 78, line 4). 
Guadalajara 71333 \nn3p AAN J" 


Lisbon 39393 INNID MTN 43"Bd 
Soncino 31393 MAN JD"d 
Pesaro 393 ANT JD 


It is evident that in the Pesaro edition an attempt is made to 
corrects the erroneous reading of the Soncino which, as we can now see by 
comparing the Spanish texts, resulted from the accidental omission of the 
word nmap. All the later texts, including such early editions as Venice 
1517 and 1548, and such late editions as that containing the complete 
commentaries of Kimhi (in one volume), Lemberg 1878, and that of 
Warsaw, 1902, have retained the ‘‘corrected” reading of the Pesaro 
edition. 

The reliance of the edition of Venice 1517 on that of Pesaro rather 
than on that of Soncino, is nowhere shown more strikingly than in the 
following example: 


B. Isaiah 19,11 (page 113, line 15). 
Soncino pada 7a ni 
Pesaro pode a ne) 
Venice, 1517 }.25D 7anKX 
Venice, 1548 js25p 73ank) 

The meaningless “nx resulted from the fact that in the Pesaro 
edition the words “3 Ax}, while still recognizable as intended for two 
words, are printed with less separation than is usual between two words. 
In some of the later editions, such as those of Lemberg and Warsaw, the 
printers realized the error and, probably on the basis of the printed 
Targum, corrected this reading. 

A very strange “correction” occurs in connection with the passage in 
Isaiah 13,16, where the gerd is ma1>wn and the kefid is m393wN. 

C. Isaiah 13,16 (p. 84, line 19). 


Soncino m5awni sind .73DwN) 
Pesaro ‘ap madawn) ain> m332wN 
Venice, 1517 p m393wN) Bind 7I32wN) 
4 Venice, 1548  ‘“p maazwni IND Aabawn) 


Lemberg, 1878 “\p a3dawni asn3 7322wn) 
Warsaw, 1902 “Ip m35awn) and mI2DwN 


It is evident that in this case an attempt was made in the 1548 
edition to correct the clearly mistaken text found in that of 1517. But 
that the correction was not based on anything but conjecture is seen from 
the fact that the word “\p was retained, although it does not occur in the 
basic Soncino edition. 

Other examples of the dependence of the edition of 1548 on that of 
1517 may be given: 

d 


D. Isaiah 20,4 (p. 118, line 2). 
Soncino onv335 317 ‘sxdH3 oy "33 JOD AwyY Id 


Pesaro ni3ad ys ‘oxdpa poy - - - 19 
Venice, 1517 ny33d Wt 5p jy - - - 32 . 
Venice, 1548 my3ad 15 '3dpa jipy - - - 1d 
Lemberg, 1878 — max 9 *3dp2 py - - - 109 
Warsaw, 1902 = m3a3> TT ‘NdHA jy - - - 1D 


E. Isaiah 22,16 (p. 127, line 22). 
Soncino “TINK WK Ap 3p ns 
Pesaro “TINE WAR Wap Wp 
Venice, 1517 ‘MIN INK Wap Ip A’ 
Venice, 1548 ‘AYN ANS Ip Wp 


F. Isaiah 32,13 (p. 198, line 3). 
Soncino spon ma omy oa sD 
Pesaro Spann mn ony o3 9D 
Venice, 1517 JOpAN mT omy o3 *D 
Venice, 1548 Dba AYAY Ody O32 9D 
Perhaps the most glaring case of an error repeated from the 1517 
edition in that of 1548 is to be found in connection with the following 
instance. 


G. Isaiah 8,11 (p. 56, line 28). 

Soncino and Pesaro: 
‘2 WDA Pay SbID IX DY NR DY ONT DRY IN 
yD Sa AND ANN wet A 3D Pay pnd mr 5d 

2 ee aD NIT IpNd 9355p RIM wD MND. HewoT 

Venice, 1517 ‘310° NM O35 N'Y IN 

Venice, 1548 "39D. RIT) DDT DRY WN 

Lemberg, 1878 *35D° N17) OMIT ADR IN 

Warsaw, 1902 ‘31D* R17) OMT AON 18 


In many instances the results of censorship have been copied and 
re-copied in later editions. In the Pesaro edition the word °p% in the 
comment on Isaiah 34,1 (p. 207, line 17) was omitted. In the edition of 
1517, the need of some word to replace it was felt, and the word Edom 
was inserted in its place. This word was retained not only in the edition 
of 1548 but in all subsequent editions. Similarly in the same verse the 
words ‘p13 Y Ws... ‘on nia5p) are omitted in the 1 517 edition. In 
this case too that edition was followed by that of 1548 and the later 
editions. 

In any number of instances the edition of 1548 follows that of 1517 
in omitting Targum passages, see for example Isaiah 1,5; 30,26; 41,16; 
17,23. These examples may be duplicated in almost every chapter of 
the commentary, 
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ADDITIONAL NOTE B, 


The following is a list of the portions of Kimhi’s commentary on 
Isaiah, printed in the Constantinople edition of the Haftarot. 


Portion of the Haftarah 
Commentary 

Salaiie Waa ope LO ean, BAS oP ay Dn on35 
) DZONE? Pa) a seen le Wn Mw sos smipna 
” 4 Sue 5527. SEE ee Os Oe wee ade te er Dwiip 
” 24, 2—24,23 Se ee eer “A eae 73 
Ree OPE so arn, eee Be eek A ae now 
5 Ma en ORES be PAT She eRe A bk 4 ypo 
GES ate SS SOM ae ot Wee Ge oe a oe 3) 
” 339,27 —-3413 . . . . . e . . . . . ° gv 
He Sele OG see sn Ge ae Sai oe x3 
Fee AO) = 402 OF aan en 8) ae ee een AF panna) 
eer a2 GAs SS ee Wh Oe. Cs S38) 
READ U4 9j;20u ash el er ae hereon! (om eaaette es Ron %D 
Se WARFARE 8) ae BP es oe A oe x1p% 
AR AG 4 Stasi. fn er apc Ws GS clare Pew de apy 
a Se Sai eB, Base, or pees my on 
Te Lyle 22 ey, eee ee pea) Ae mpi 
at eS Ae SALON nea eae, a eee Gee ee R3N °D 
OA OS 52 ees ie Sere oc. west erases mow 
a RESID ROr Gs Gee a cd oF eae ee DEN Oe AT 
ste SOME OTON™ 30 on wel ae ee oe lohia}>)-2) 
nO; LA —— GOL 4me ce os, ue, es eeee tk See epi “53 oy 
pie OO MEI 00122 Mi cues ure cANes® Pooh ciyudes Nemec Ran ‘5D 
ome BOOM O25 ESN 8 uthy bey cous ta. ye yom oty tele os Ap 
me OL1O—O8 Op) se, ee ales? pS ey bed ee 333 
ee eOSRI7—=-OO;HE) | Wyeemer ee hl ie) ay Gs MVR 
OOOO Omi ie a Cin cee i utes ae os nydin 
Pe OONIO-- 00.24 ain irae sie iva ate sy ge Micome Bie yy 


This list covers only a portion of the yearly cycle yet from it the 
reader will see that the ritual represented by this edition is neither Sephar- 
dic nor Ashkenazic, The same series of Prophetic readings appeared 
together with the Pentateuch also in Constantinople 1522 and is largely 
identical with those of the Karaites (see Marx, Z. f. H. B. XII, 29 and 
Bashiazi’s Aderet Eliahu, Odessa 1870, 105c.). In view of the fact that in 
both of these editions the Pentateuch and the Ha/faro/ are accompanied by 
Rabbanite commentaries, Professor Marx now holds that they represent not 
the Karaite ritual but that of some Rabbanite group, most probably the 
Minhag Romania, The Mahzor Romania was printed in Constantinople 
about this time and it would not be strange if an edition of the Penta- 

a* 
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teuchal and Prophetic portions were also prepared for that ritual in con- 
nection with it. The surprising fact that a Rabbinite ritual should have 
prophetic readings identical with those of the Karaites, becomes legs asto- 
nishing when we recall how friendly the two groups at times became, 
especially in Constantinople. In any case it is quite certain that in the 
editions of 1505 and 1522 we have a series of Haftaro?t printed for the 
Rabbanites, which in the main is like that of the Karaitic ritual. That the 
work was intended for Rabbanites can be seen further from the following 
considerations. The editions under discussion give as the Ha/ftarah for 
sabbath of the Succot week (ni30 p'mIn Naw) Ezekiel XXXVII, whereas 
the Karaites read on that day the Jast portion in the Pentateuch and the 
prophetic portion from Joshua I. (see Aderet Eliahu 105b). The Haftarah 
for the first day of Succot in these editions is taken from Zechariah XIV, 
whereas the Karaites read on it Isaiah IV—V. Finally these editions 
contain Haftarot for the second days of the festivals (n>) Sw ‘sw a1» D1) 
which are not recognized by the Karaites, and a special Haftarah for 
the sabbath of Hanukkah which is not considered a festival by them. 
M. Poppelauer in his Catalogue XX (1910) lists as no. 7: ‘‘Pentateuch, 
5 Megillot und Haftaroth nach griechischem Ritus (Ritus Romania). 
Venedig (Bomberg) 1527.” The question of whether the above editions 
actually represent the Minhag Romania can only be determined on the 
basis of this or a similar text. 


APPENDIX I 


KIMHI'S ALLEGORICAL COMMENTARY ON 
GENESIS 


s has been stated above the only work which is certainly 

by Kimhi and which has not yet been published is his 
allegorical commentary on Genesis 2 7—5 1. This work is found 
in a number of Mss. and appears to have been quite popular. 

While this treatise has somehow or other hitherto re- 
mained unpublished it was by no means unknown. It is 
quoted by Ephodi in his commentary on the Moreh Nebukim 
(Part IJ, chapter 30) and by other early writers. Indeed 
in spite of its peculiar interpretation, which to modern minds 
cannot but seem forced, there are parts of it which are of 
real interest even today. The allegorization of Cain as the agri- 
cultural worker and Abel as the industrial worker, gives Kimhi 
the opportunity of remarking, in connection with the verse 
“and she again bare his brother, Abel,” (4 2) that “the birth 
of Abel, (i. e. industrial work) is superfluous, for the physical 
needs of human life can well be supplied on the basis of 
agriculture, and the remainder is superfluous and a mere 
luxury.” Whether we agree with Kimhi or not, such sentences 
show that he did think about ethical problems independently, 
and that he tried to read into this chapter some of the thoughts 
at which he had arrived. 

The text here presented is based on the following sources: 


Source Notation 

Ms. Adler 82 (now in the Library of the Jewish Theo- 
lopical Seminary of America) . . - 29... 2 . ¥(C) 
Bodleian Ms. (Opp. 389, Neubauer 915) ...... 3 (B) 
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APPENDIX II 


THE ZOAZIM IN KIMHI’S COMMENTARY 
ON ISAIAH" 


Dw Isaiah 1 18 Sig ‘wpp Probably Venetian 3 
cremese “crimson”, or 
perhaps a variant form 


*cremase. 
L romp Arabic je,3 [girmiz] 
“scarlet, ~~ crimson”. 


Compare Ibn Janah, s. v. 
top yon: sayy pws 


G tip 
Shorashim’, root JW, wad 
N32 Isaiah 125 S PPO Italian sapon, “soap”. 
nia Jeremiah 222 S p30 Provengal savon, “soap”. 
Ms. yao 
Shorashim, 3, paw 
rMNys Isaiah 131 S NDIWD Italian stoppa, “tow”, 
“oakum”, 
i RDIWWS Provengal estopa, zdem. 
G RDIOYS 


1 The identifications given here in were kindly supplied by Professor 
D, S. Blondheim of Johns Hopkins University. 

2S denotes the reading of the Soncino edition; L that of the Lisbon 
edition, G that of the Guadalajara edition. Ms. refers to the Ms. of Kimhi’s 
commentary on the Latter Prophets referred to in the text as 8. Where 
any of these sources is not given the gloss in lacking in that text. 

3 Where the glosses are identified with the Italian, Spanish etc. 
the reader will of course understand that an original Provencal gloss has 
been modified by an Italian or Spanish hand. 

4 ed. Lebrecht et Biesenthal. \n a few instances where it was neces- 
sary to cite Adler Mss. of the Sefer Ha-Shorashim, their number is given. 


yi3i Isaiah 1 31 


Symp Isaiah 3 24 


L 
G 


LXXVI 


sisd3 
8253 Provencal beluga, 
“sBark”. 
so3 


x53" Obscure, apparently a 
form “janela or “jenela, 
“sirdle”. 

Seah 

Seah 


Shorashim, root Dan 
(Ms. Adler 1694) 893" 


(» 1481) 83 
(0 <9 499) es" 
O'mMs Isaiah,13 21 S ND Provengal furon, “ferret”. 
ik yp 
G Wp 
DOYS Isaiah 13 21 S SP hale) 
c sab Provengal martrina, 
“marten”, (female). 
G SoD 70 
Jeremiah 5039 S sop 
IU, SP hl shal) 
Ms. SP hl shal a) 
Shorashim, root MS INV Italian, martoro, 
‘marten’, 
DP Isaiah 14 23 S P) bala) 
Li 831090 Provengal fartuga, 
“tortoise”. 
G SII 
Isaiah 3411 S RID 
ey Phi abate) 
G Sp 70 
Zephaniah 214S TSW 
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j~X3 Isaiah 28 27 S Pop Provengal comin or 
cumin, “cummin”. 
I por 
G por 
nm Isaiah 30 24 L 85D Provengal pala, “shovel”. 
G NOD 
Shorashim, root MM, = &>B 
m7 Isaiah 3415 S sis Perhaps a Provencal 
*oltor, “vulture”. 
5 sds 
G spin 
m330 Isaiah 3814 S S338 Provencal aronda, 
“swallow”. 
fe S318 
G NIN Provencal arondela, 
“swallow”. 
Jeremiah 87 L N73 Provengal zvonda, 
“swallow”. 
Ms. S738 
S S373 Venetian rondéena, 
“swallow”. 
My spor Isaiah 4413 S SINDD Provengal, plana, 
“plane”. 
L NINDD 
G NINdD 
Ms. — 83895 
Shorashim, root YP, SSy)3) 
‘ s pip’D Perhaps Provengal cem- 


ent or ciment “cement”, 
apparently used in a 
sense not elsewhere re- 
corded, “stonescraper” 
or “stone polisher” (cf. 
Lat. caementum, “build- 
ing stone”). 
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L apy able) 
G apiabie) 
Ms. apy abie) 


Shorashim, root Y8P, BID 
s3yp Isaiah 4412 S spd 


Loads 
G oom 
Ms. S155 
Shorashim root T3y, Sv7d14 
(alternate Isaiah 4412 S SOS 
rendering) 
1 RUN 
G OWS 
Ms. SUS 
Shorashim root T3Y, NWS 
m Isaiah 524 S syd 
L “50b 
G aval) 
Ms. “N05 
Jw ‘3a Isaiah 6619 S wpe 
a ywnn 
G Jun 
Ms wp 
sae Jeremiah $7 S R33 
(quoted in 
note, on 
page 222, 
line 22) 
L ) 


Ms. 8DI3 


Provengal doladozra, 


“cc ee, 


cb. doe 


Provengal azsa, “adze”. 


Provengal farlar, “to 
speak”. 


Provengal Zuercs, 
sciunleses 


(Arabic J). 


Provengal jazet, “jay”. 
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D’O Isaiah 3814 S M&MI Provengal grua, “crane”. 
ieee ats} 
G asa) 
Jeremiah 87 S m3 
LE MSY 
Shorashim, root DY ARM 
Wwesn Isaiah 4118 S wa Provengal dots, “box”. 
L apabh pal 
G wd 


Shorashim (Ms.) root Wk, ws 
(pr.) root WS, i032 Italian dosso, “box”. 
(alternate Shorashim (pr.) 52 Provencal drezd/, “brazil- 
rendering) wood.” 
(Ms. Adler 1694) S13 
(Ms. Adler 449) Sa Provencal “bred! for 


brezil. 

II Chronicles 2 13 by 
yow yy Isaiah 4118 S }> Provengal pz, “pine”. 
L 1.) Spanish (?) fzno, “pine”. 

G yD 

Shorashim, root JOW, = ND 

mina) Isaiah 4413 S WNEIP Provengal conpas, 

“compass”. 

Le WEIN 

G VRDIND 

Ms. WNDIIP 
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Shorashim root 3, weap 


APPENDIX IiIl 
VARIANTS FROM THE GUDALAJARA EDITION 


he Guadalajara edition was not accessible to me when 
| the text of this work was in preparation. After it was 
in press, the readings became available through the kindness 
of my friend, Dr. Chaim Heller of Berlin. Hence these 
variants are published here. They are marked >. A few stray 
leaves of Kimhi were acquired by the Library of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America after the work was in press 
and these variants too are included below, and are marked 7. 
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APPENDIX IV 
THE ORDER OF THE COMMENTARIES 


here can be no doubt that R. David Kimhi’s first com- 

mentary on the Scriptures was that on the book of 
Chronicles. His very introduction which in a more or less 
apologetic tone recites the fact that it was written at the request 
of one of his father’s pupil’s, attests to its being the first 
work of its kind to issue from the pen of the author. It is 
also true, that while the general method of his later works 
is found in the commentary on Chronicles, the latter is much 
briefer than any of the others. This can best be seen by com- 
paring them with the commentary on Chronicles in those parts of 
the book which are duplicated in other books of the Scriptures 
(See the extracts from the commentaries published above, page 
XXXIV ff.). It may be assumed that as Kimhi grew older he 
added more material rather than omit part of what he had 
written, so that @ priorz it would seem probable that the more 
profuse the commentary the later its date. As Kimhi’s style 
in Chronicles is much briefer than in any of the other commenta- 
ries, this would point to its priority. On the other hand, contrary 
to Geiger’s statement (Kebuzat Ma’amarim, p. 231) Kimhi does 
cite his commentary on Kings in that on Chronicles (II Chro- 
nicles 1819). This, however, is doubtless an insertion by Kimhi 
himself, when he revised the commentary on Chronicles. In 
any case we can hardly fix the relative periods of the various 
commentaries by cross references. For in the commentary on 
Kings, Kimhi refers to that on Chronicles (I Kings 8 64, II Kings 
239) as well as to that on Psalms (See I Kings 13 28), in which 
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in turn he refers to that on Chronicles (See commentary, 
Psalms 78 3). 

There is, however, independent evidence that Kimhi wrote 
his commentary on Psalms before he wrote that on Kings. 
For in his commentary on Psalms he never refers to the 
Targum on that book, but he does quote it in the commentary 
on Kings (see comment on II Kings 17 31, where the Targum 
on Psalms 105 10 is cited). In view of the fact that Kimhi 
is given to citing the Targum, and in connection with Psalm 18 
goes to the length of quoting the Targum on the corresponding 
chapter in Samuel (II Samuel 22), it is evident that he did 
not use the Targum on Psalms because he had no copy of 
it. He consulted a copy of it when he wrote his commentary 
on the Book of Kings and hence he cites it there. 

The passages from Chronicles and Psalms which are 
placed in parallel columns in Chapter II of this Introduction 
leave no room for doubt that Kimhi wrote his commentary 
on Chronicles first, and then used parts of it as a basis for 
more elaborate comments where portions of Chronicles are 
duplicated in Psalms. Similarly a comparison of the comment 
on II Chronicles 6 1-23 with that on I Kings 8 13—32 renders 
it certain that the commentary on Kings is the later work. 
On the other hand, strange as it may seem, the commentary 
on the book of Samuel is distinctly briefer than that on the 
book of Psalms. It would be so unusual and so unexpected 
to find that Kimhi wrote his commentary on Psalms after he 
had completed that on Samuel and before he began that on 
King’, that the matter merits close investigation. At the end 
of the comment on Psalm 18 30 he cites a Midrashic inter- 
pretation, which certainly would have been repeated in the 
commentary on Samuel had that been written later. There 
is a long comment on verse 8, of Psalm 18, but no note on 
the corresponding verse in Samuel. Again in connection with 
the comments on I Chronicles 18 12, I Samuel 8 13 and Psalm 
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60 2, it is noteworthy that the comment on Chronicles ends with 
the words: "Pym 7 8D WT ow TANd|T It ON! TDD. This 
is repeated with the necessary change in Samuel: DF 73) 
Py NT 8D TT ows menden 1D. In the comment on Psalms, 
however, Kimhi says: 817 °D 717 DW3 ApNoT Tr Oxw 7DD> 
IWISAI WOT AID WOR YD) Wyn. It is evident that when 
he wrote the comments on Samuel and Chronicles Kimhi had 
not thought of the bearing of the word IM¥73 in Psalm 601, 
on the matter. That only occurred to him when he wrote 
the commentary on Psalms. This instance alone would suffice 
to show definitely that the commentary on Samuel is earlier 
than that on the Psalms. 
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